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1. A credit card system, comprising: 

means for maintaining a pool of credit card numbers which share identical 
formatting; 

5 means for assigning at least ofae credit card niraiber from said pool of credit 

card numbers to be a master credit card number; 

means for assigning at leastr one credit card number from said pool of credit 
card numbers to be a limited-use credit card number which is deactivated upon a use- 
triggered condition subsequent; md 
10 means for associating said master credit card nimiber with said limited-use 

credit card nxmiber, while ensiiring that said master credit card number cannot be 
discovered on the basis of said limited-use credit card number. 

2. The credit card swem of claim 1, further comprising: 

means for receiving notification that said limited-use credit card number has 
15 been used in a credit card transaction; 

means for deterniiding whether a limited-use event has occurred based on said 
notification, and if so, gmerating a deactivation command; and 

means for deactij^^ating said limited-use credit card if said limited-use event 
has occurred. 



20 3. The credit/card system of claun 2, wherein said lindted-use event is 

satisfied when said IJbnited-use credit card is used only once. 



4. The credit card system of claim 2, wherein said limited-use event is 
satisfied when saia limited-use credit card is used to accrue charges which are greater 
than a prescribed monetary amoimt. 
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5. The credit card system of claim 2, fiirthpr comprising: 
means for assigning another limited-use credit card nimiber in response to said 

deactivation command, and associated said other limited-use credit card nxmiber with 
said master credit card number. / 

6. The credit card system of claim 5, wherein said system maintains a queue 
of available limited-use credit card numpers, and said means for assigning said other 
limited-use credit card number selectsy^aid other limited-use credit card number from 
said queue. / 

7. The credit card system/of claim 1, further comprising means for receiving 
10 a request for another limited-us& credit card number from a user, and in response 

thereto, assigning another limited-use credit card number. 

8. The credit card system of claim 7, wherein said system maintains a queue 
of available limited-use craflit card numbers, and said other limited-use credit card 
number is selected from said queue. 

15 9. The credit card system of claim 1, wherein said system includes 

transmission means for downloading said limited-use credit card number to a user. 

10. The credit card system of claim 9, wherein said limited-use credit card 
number is encrymed prior to downloading. 



20 



11. Thfe credit card system of claim 1, wherein said system includes 
dispensing means for dispensing a credit card containing said limited-use credit card 
number to a user. 
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12. The credit card systera of claim 11, wherem said dispensing means 
comprises an automated teller machine. 

13. The credit card system of claim 11, 
comprises a printing means for printing out an i 
card number for delivery to said user. / 

14. A computer-usable medium having embodied thereon a computer 
program for a credit card system comprising: 

means for mainta inin g a pool ofycredit card numbers which share identical 
formatting; / 

means for assigning at least one credit card number from said pool of credit 
card numbers to be a master credit card number; 

means for assigning at least one credit card number from said pool of credit 
card numbers to be a limited-useVcredit card number which is deactivated upon a use 
triggered condition subsequent;/and 

means for associating said master credit card number with said limited-use 
credit card nimiber, while eMxzring that said master credit card number cannot be 
discovered on the basis of said limited-use credit card number. 

15. Physical sigimls transmitted over a transmission medium, said signals 
representing a computenprogram, comprising: 

means for maintaining a pool of credit card numbers which share identical 
formatting; / 

means for assigning at least one credit card number from said pool of credit 
card numbers to be a master credit card number; 



lerein said dispensing means 
idication of said limited-use credit 
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means for assigning at least one credjrt card number from said pool of credit 
card numbers to be a limited-use credit card number which is deactivated upon a use- 
triggered condition subsequent; and / 

means for associating said master credit card number with said limited-use 
credit card number, while ensuring tibt said master credit card number cannot be 
discovered on the basis of said linmed-iise credit card number. 

A method for managing a pool of credit card nmnbers, comprising the 

steps of: \ 

maintaining a pool of credit card numbers which share identical formatting; 

assignmg at least one credit card number from said pool of credit card 
numbers to be a master credit card number; 

assigning^at least one credit card number from said pool of credit card 
numbers to be a limt|ett-iise credit card number which is deactivated upon a use- 
triggered condition a^fequent; and 

associating said master credit card number with said limited-use credit card 
nimiber, while ensuringVhat said master credit card number cannot be discovered on 
the basis of said limited-ufee credit card number. 

17. A credit card system for^erforming a credit card transaction based on 
one of a master credit card number or a limited-use credit card number, wherein said 
limited-use credit card number is randomly chosen with respect to said master credit 
card nimiber, but said limited-use credit card number includes identical formatting to 
said master credit mm number and is associated with said master credit card nmnber, 
said system coiran^ising: 

transaction means for entering a transaction on the basis of said master credit 
card number or said limited-use credit card number to generate a transaction 
message; 
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processing means for receiving said transactior/ message and processing said 
transaction, including: / 

means for authorizing or denying saM transaction; 

means for determining whether toyaeactivate the limited-use credit card 
number when said limited-use credit cara number was used to perform the 
transaction, and for generating a deactivation command in reisponse thereto, 
wherein said means for determining/whether to deactivate the limited-use 
credit card nimiber determines whether a limited-use event pertaining to the 
use of the limited-use credit card number has occurred, and if so, generates 
said deactivation command when said limited-use event has occurred; and 

means for deactivating the limited-use credit card number based on the 
deactivation conmiand. / 

18. The credit card system of claim 17, whereia said limited-use event is 
satisfied when said limited-use'^credit card is used only once. 

19. The credit cardysystem of claim 17, wherein said limited-use event is 
satisfied when said lunited/use credit card is' used to accrue charges which are greater 
than a prescribed monetary amoimt. 

20. A method/for performing a credit card transaction based on one of a 
master credit card number or a limited-use credit card number, wherein said limited- 
use credit card number having no mathematical relationship with respect to said 
master credit card riumber, but said limited-use credit card nimiber includes identical 
formatting to said master credit card number and is associated with said master credit 
card number, saia system comprising: 

entering af transaction on the basis of said master credit card number or said 
limited-use credit card number to generate a transaction message; 



-54- 



receiving said transaction message and processing said transaction, including: 
authorizing or denying said transaction; 

determining whether to deactivate the limited-use credit card number 
when said limited-use credit card ni^ber was used to perform the transaction, 
and generating a deactivation conimand in response thereto, wherein said 
determining step determines wnether to deactivate the limited-use credit card 
number based on whether a limitedAxse event pertaining to the use of the limited-use 
credit card number has occurre^; and if so, generates said deactivation command 
when said limited-use event h^ occurred; and 

deactivating the limifed-use credit card number based on the deactivation 
command. 

21. A credit ^ard system, comprising: 

a database of credit card numbers which share identical formatting; 
a master credit card nxmiber selector that can select at least one credit card 
number from said database to be a master credit card number; 

a limited-use credit card number selector that can select at least one credit 
card nimiber from said database to be a limfted-use credit card number which is 
deactivated upon a use-triggered condition subsequent; and 

credit card number processor that can associate said master credit card 
numbdr with said limited-use credit card nxmiber, while ensuring that said master 
credit card number cannot be discovered on the basis of said limited-use credit card 
number. 



22\A system for allocating a credit card number, the system comprising: 
a clatat)^ase of credit card numbers which share identical formatting; 
a masterNcnSddt^ard number selector that can select at least one credit card 
number from saij^tkbase to be a master credit card number; and 
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a credit card number allocator that can allocate at least one credit card number 
from said database to said master credit card number, said allocator ensuring that said 
master credit carq nimiber cannot be discovered on the basis of said credit card 
nxmiber. 

5 23, A system for limiting the use of a credit card number, the system 

comprising: \ 

a database of credit card numbers which share identical formatting; 
a database of conditions; 

a master credit Icard number selector that can select at least one credit card 
10 number from said database of credit card numbers to be a master credit card number; 

a credit card nuikber allocator that can allocate at least one credit card nxmiber 
from said database of credit card mmoLbers to said master credit card number; and 

a condition allocator that can allocate at least one condition to said credit card 
number and store said condition in said database of conditions, said condition limiting 
15 the use of said credit card number. 

24. A system for distributing credit' card numbers, the system comprising: 

a database of credit card numbers which share identical formatting; 

a master credit card number selector that can select at least one credit card 
nimaber from said database of cre(Ur\c^^umbers to be a master credit card number; 
20 a master credit card mraS^aJlocator that can allocate said master credit card 

number to a master credit card/owner; 

a credit card number allocator that can allocate at least one credit card number 
from said database of credit card immbers to said master credit card number; and 

a credit card nimiber distriblitor that can distribute said credit card number to 
25 said master credit card owner. 
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25. A syiBtem for electronically using credit card numbers, the system 
comprising: 

a database bf credit card mmibers which share identical formatting; 

a master credit card nimiber selector that can select at least one credit card 
number from said database to be a master credit card number; 

a credit cardlnumber allocator that can allocate at least one credit card number 
from said database to said master credit card number; 

a master creda card computer, said master credit card computer and said 
credit card number allocator interconnected by a computer network. 

26, A system for processing credit card numbers, the system comprising: 
a database of creflit card numbers which share identical formatting; 

a master credit card nimiber selector that can select at least one credit card 
number from said database to be a master credit card number; 

a credit card number allocator that can allocate at least one credit card number 
from said database to said master credit card number; and 

a credit card numbel processor that can associate said master credit card 
number with said credit card number so that a merchant can perform a transaction 
without ever knowing said noaster credit card number. 




27. A system for accSsiiigHaccoimt information, the system comprising: 

a database of credit c^dmumbers which share identical formatting; 

a master credit card number selector that can select at least one credit card 
number from said database to be aVnaster credit card nxmaber; 

a credit card number allocator that can allocate at least one credit card number 
from said database to said master credit card niunber; 
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rmation provider, said account information provider using said 
ersonal identification number to access account information 
number. 
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